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Questions?
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What is Information Literacy?

Information Literacy is the
ability to know when
=1 information is needed, and to)
find, evaluate, and use the
appropriate information
ethically.
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WHAT IS INFORMATION
LITERACY AND WHY DO
STUDENTS NEED IT?




INFORMATION LITERACY
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Image courtesy of Beloit College Library

“Information literacy is a set of
abilities requiring individuals
to recognize when information
IS needed and have the ability
to locate, evaluate, and use
effectively the needed
information” (ACRL)

“Information literacy empowers
people in all walks of life to
seek, evaluate, use, and
create information effectively
to achieve their personal,
social, occupational and
educational goals”™ (UNESCO)


http://www.beloit.edu/library/infolit/

But what IS information literacy?

The Association of College & Research Libraries (a division of the American Librar
Association) defines it as the ability to:

Determine the extent of information needed
Access the needed information effectively and efficiently

Evaluate information and its sources critically

Incorporate selected information into one’s knowledge base
Use information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose

Understand the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of
information, and access and use information ethically and legally




SEND Mo &9 y2

t5|)" .>|)9| )> L;olﬂy )l:ul )| w;l*c L;ol.cJ.H .>|9.w
— 0 D t;ol.alg.o Oezed (Olelbl 4 jL Ol el
Ol Jl SS9 oolainl g L))l cOledbl 5,8

5 @llo wzgo il 4 Oledbl 3529 45 Canl S5 4059 | |

S0 piY Slewblyr LT Sl 50 9d g0 0392 05T
b 83,5 S ) Ole bl jl 550 o5liwl

What i |s Informatlon therac —‘



$onS oyl S 3B (ol p (SNl ol gw

oz Sledbl sl jls jl 2T o

L;olwlwuﬁ).b O

F Oligiog gl jl SIS asliwl 9 SLjI O J




When we ask students...

to summarize or paraphrase what was read
to pin-point the main idea of what was read
to compare/contrast information from two or more sources

to read and evaluate a piece of writing or specific information — do you agree o
disagree?

to write a researched essay

to find and evaluate information on the internet

to use library resources including databases

to determine the usefulness of a source

to comment on the validity, the legitimacy, or the relevance of a source

to find a “scholarly” source. .. \We are enCOuraglng

to make connections between readings

atesources  1fOrmation literacy skills
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Critical Thinking

Information literacy is critical thinking

Information literacy is not just computer literacy
—our students may be computer-savvy but
not information-savvy

F Knowing what information is needed, how to J
get it, and how to use it are key to
information literacy

Showing how we exercise information literacy
in real-life situations will help students better
understand not only the concepts but also the
importance of information literacy skills

)\




WWhen we ask ourselves,
({{ )

Why aren’t my students able
to Ill?,,

Find academically appropriate information

Recognize not all answers can be found using |

F Google or solely in Wikipedia \ __‘
|
|

Produce high quality research papers

Understand what constitutes Plaglansm




)

T just haven’t been given the |
~__right tools




“Dan't bother me with facts, Tell me what F wan! to hear.”



Getting information off the
Internet is like taking a )
| from a flre hydrant.

Mitchell Kapor



What can we do?

Collaborate to develop assignments which
support and reinforce information literacy

Provide librarian taught instruction classes to
F strengthen information literacy skills J

Help students integrate information literacy skills
into their present coursework

-

Encourage students to apply these skills into the
rest of their college experience

. — - — . ——— . ——— - g .



hat are th

results?
tudents armed with
information literacy skills

have the tools needed to
succeed while they are here

and in life after college. i




op Ten Things Employers Loo
for in New College Graduates

1. The ability to work well in teams—especially With people different from
yourself

2. An understanding of science and technology and how these subjects are
used in real-world settings

The ability to write and speak well
The ability to think clearly about complex problems \ J
The ability to analyze a problem to develop workable solutions |

An understanding of global context in which work is now done

The ability to be creative and innovative in solving problems

The ability to apply knowledge and skills in new settings

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

The ability to understand numbers and statistics

10. A strong sense of ethics and integrity

’ §W1 “. oday' 0bQ
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http://www.aacu.org/leap/documents/Re8097abcombined.pdf
http://www.aacu.org/leap/documents/Re8097abcombined.pdf
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ACRL INFORMATION

LITERACY STANDARDS

Information Literacy Competency
Standards for Higher Education
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Needs

Finds

Evaluates

Uses

Ethics



Five Standards—
Broad Objectives or Goals

The information literate student:
1. Determines the nature and extent of the information needed.
2. Accesses needed information effectively and efficiently.

3. Evaluates information and its sources critically and incorporates
F selected information into his or her knowledge base and value
system.

-

4. Uses information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose.

5. Understands many of the economic, legal, and social issues
surrounding the use of information and accesses and uses
information ethically and legally.

—
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Designing & Revising IL
Assignments

Instruction - teaching search strategy.
to evaluate sources

Custom Research Guides/Onling
Tutorials

Assessment - rubrics & testing
Get Help - research consultation

appointments, chat or text-a-librarian
person or phone help

1
J aska
librarian



http://library.lmu.edu/forms/libraryinstructionrequestform/
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Thank You To Participating

Through the collaborative efforts of the
workshop participants, an Information
Literacy Workshop Statement was crafted
to be included in all syllabi of courses in
F the workshop program.

“This course incorporates mformatlon
literacy, in which students will be required
to access, evaluate, and use information
effectively, ethically and legally, and to
complete an assessment of information
literacy skills exam.”

|
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